Focus shifts to Sunshine State

By Max Rust AND CHAD YODER | Tribune Newspapers graphics

The battle for the Republican presidential nomination Most Republicans in the key swing state are expected to the race has tightened in recent weeks. With Florida’s
continues south Tuesday to delegate-rich Florida, which choose between front-runners Newt Gingrich and Mitt large, diverse population, the results here could signal the
is expected to be an important battleground in November. = Romney, who have stepped up attacks on each other as shape of the race in the weeks ahead.
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Polling in Florida
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The former House speaker has The Texas representa- © The sometimes front- . After finishing third in
gone on the attack, jabbing at tive has vowed to press runner has been trying to South Carolina, the
Mitt Romney’s finances, his on after his fourth- re-energize his support- former Pennsylvania
political past and ads backing place finish in the ers while attention has senator opened his
the former Massachusetts South Carolina primary, been focused on his Florida effort by taking
governor. He portrays himself " but aside from attend- i financial disclosures. He i i hard shots at Romney
as the most likely victor in ing Florida debates, he i hasbeen actively : and Gingrich. He
November and has been working hard to has not expended many resourcesin | courting the state’s large base of i continues to insist the race is wide-
secure support from Florida’s conservative the state. He is instead focusing on i Hispanic GOP voters, securing endorse- : open and to try to sell himself as the
Cuban-Americans. :  Maine. i ments from key political figures. ¢ true conservative in the field.
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Florida’ political landscape The North: A lotlike the “0ld South”
To some degree, home-field advantage has played a role in the Florida’s northern swath is its most traditionally American South- 2010 population: 3,698,167
candidates’ election victories thus far (at least for Romney in the ern region, home to a large percentage of native Floridians and to Registered Republicans: 976,595
Northeast and Gingrich in the South). But that ends Tuesday in one many of Florida’s rural residents. It is also home to the state’s most p
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