A closer look at the new Congress

By Max Rust and Adam Zoll | TRIBUNE NEWSPAPERS

Last week marked the beginning of the 112th Congress, with Republicans taking control of the House and Democrats
holding on to the Senate, albeit by a reduced margin. But those aren’t the only changes. The new Congress also is slightly
younger and slightly more male than its predecessor. It also faces a job approval rating that was at an all-time low at the

end of the last session.
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NOTE: Many members have more than ane occupation.

Member occupations

HOUSE

Business _ Homemaker I 13 Engineering | 6

Public service 7T Labor/blue-collar |13 Sports 4

Law [ 152  Healthcare 110 Science |4

Education [ Clerical 10 Technical |4

Real estate .39 Journalism [ 9 Clergy |3

X;Iculture .25 Law ;Ir.\}orcement"i; - Entertainment |2

Medicine |19 Military |8 Aeronautics |2
Miscellaneous 1

SENATE

Law - se _Journalism 16 Labor/blue- 13

Public service | 38 Agriculture Is collar

Business 29 Medicine [s Homemaker |1

Education  [1]15 Entertainment [3  Military 1

Realestate [ 7 Artistic 13 Miscellaneous |1
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3 w age, race and religion
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Average age

56

62

(Previous: 56) (Previous: 63)
Women
75 (17%) 17 (17%)
(Previous: 77) (Previous: 17)
Race/ethnicity
White: 82% White: 96%
Black: 10%
Hispanic: 6%
Asian: 2% Hispanic: 2%
Native Am.:
0.2% —e=—Asian: 2%
Religion
Protestant: Protestant:
58% 57%
Catholic: Catholic: 24%
30% Jewish: 12%
Jewish: 6%
I-Other; 3% Mormon: 5%
~+—Mormon: 2% | “«—Other: 2%

MNOTE: Percentages may not total 100 due to rounding.
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