The landscape of farm subsidies

The farm lobby's ability to win congressional votes for subsidies is based partly on the geographic reach of
the recipients. By lumping subsidies into an omnibus farm bill, support comes from a broad and at times
unlikely coalition of congressmen: A representative in west Texas looking out for cotton farmers, for example,
might vote alongside a representative from upstate New York whose constituency includes dairy farmers.
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Subsidies in Western states go
to a variety of farm types,
including wheat, dairy, rice,
sugar and cotton.
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