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The unemployment rate for blacks is 5.9 percentage points higher than the national 
average. In Illinois, it is more than double that of whites and 8.3 percentage points higher 
than the state average. 

At the end of 2008

Unemployment hits blacks hardest

Unemployment rate by race
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Highest
Minnesota: 16.9%

Lowest
New Mexico: 4.2%
(of states with available data)

All races: 9.6%

White: 8.1%

Black: 15.5%
Hispanic: 12.4%

3Q 2009:

All races: 10.3%

Black: 18.6%
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White: 8.8%

3Q 2009:Black:
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